Let’s Write About Technology

This activity is designed to show technology is all around us and involves everyone. Technology is like the days of our lives. We have beautiful and ugly days, we have happy and sad days, we have days where we are very productive, and days when we do nothing. Technology can be helpful, beautiful, destructive, useful and even life threatening. It has many faces!

Your assignment is to identify an item in the area of technology.  It can be in one of the following areas of technology: construction, manufacturing, communication or transportation. Your topic cannot just be about computers. There is more to technology than computers. They are only a tool. It is suggested talking to a family member or friend about the item you select and get their feelings about the item.

After you have identified an item, you are to write 3 paragraphs about the item.  In paragraph one, you must name the item and tell what it does.  You must then tell the negative and positive characteristics of the item.  The last paragraph must describe how you feel about the item or suggestions for its improvement

Sample Notes:
Name the technology item you want to describe.  A fax machine

What job does it perform?
It copies and sends printed information over the phone system to another machine, where it is printed.
Name some positive characteristics of the item.  People can receive a printed copy of a document within minutes from anywhere in the world; Japanese lettering can be sent, sending costs are low

Name some negative characteristics of the item.  Poor quality of some materials, can receive unwanted advertising materials, messages can be sent to the wrong number

How do you feel about the item or what changes do you suggest?  Good to have, should not be the only electronic way of communication, a necessary item for most offices –(changes)- connect fax machines to computers and input  messages to the computer.

To aid you in this assignment make some notes to items 1-5 below.

1.
Name the technology item you want to describe. _______________________________________
2.
What job does it perform?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.
Name some positive characteristics of the item.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
Name some negative characteristics of the item.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.
How do you feel about the item or what changes do you suggest?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________  Date ____________ Period ______

Now that you have made your notes, write a minimum of three paragraphs summarizing your notes on this paper.  Make sure the final copy has the following: The first word is indented in each paragraph, capital letters are used where needed, correct punctuation and grammar are used, words are written in readable form, and your first and last name, today’s date and period number are on the top of the paper.
In a paragraph, you must have a topic sentence, supporting details and a conclusion statement.  Your information should flow from one sentence to the next.

Paragraph one is to name the item and tell what it does (notes 1 & 2)

Paragraph two is to describe the positive and negative traits (notes 3 & 4)

Paragraph three is to tell how you feel about the item or what changes you suggest. (note 5)

Draft Copy

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name ______________________________________________________________ Date ____________ Period ______

Let’s Write About Technology - Final Copy

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ If more space is needed, you may use the back side of this page
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
